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used to build almost.A
compelling case for removing the
title of "King of Comedy" from

Jerry Lewis, a record that is likely
to become even more of a pop

culture artifact with the arrival of
the world premiere of Michael

Mann's biopic about his life and
times. It's a film that catches its

subject in the present, a man who
still has the goods to turn in an
interview that is both sardonic

and frank while also being more
probing than his interviewer
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could possibly have hoped. And
as for that clown title, the film
does a masterful job of tying

Lewis's cool stoicism to
something that is much closer to a

laugh. The title is fitting not
simply because the figure of

"Jerry Lewis" is as funny as the
world has come to know him, but
because it is also something of a
curse. Lewis helped to develop a
Hollywood that knew much more

about Jerry Lewis than how to
produce at least moderately funny
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comedy. Instead, we got a Lewis-
mania that sees him every time

we turn on the television and even
has caught up with him in places
where his films never saw him.

Jerry Lewis would likely be
humbled by this argument, but

since he is dead, he does not get
to see the mania for himself. To

say that he would be disappointed
is a very different claim. How

often do you get to see the
headliner before your show

begins? Or even a major figure,
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