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.Q: Randomized controlled trials: Randomizing size of controlled group As a graduate student, I am conducting a randomized
controlled trial (RCT). I have 40 participants in my control group and 10 participants in my treatment group. I've been asked to

randomize the participants by creating a list and then placing all the participants in either the control or the treatment group. Then, I
am then asked to make sure each participant has an equal distribution. This seems like a good idea, however, my boss keeps

suggesting that I randomize by topic (by region or age group or anything else), where the control group would be the same size as
the treatment group, not the other way around. However, I do not want to do this because, if for some reason we were to find that
the control group was as effective as the treatment group, then my control group would have no value. This seems like I am being

too pedantic. Is this a reasonable objection to randomize by topic, and if not, what is my alternative? EDIT: To clarify, the other
option is to have two samples of 10--one of each and not use any other variable. A: The effect of this is that any difference in the

distribution between treatment and control are more likely to be due to chance, the part of the process that's not randomised. You
should make sure that the distribution between treatment and control is as close to as random as possible. If you're seeing

significant differences in the outcome, this would be a pretty good indication that there might be something going on that could bias
the results. If you are looking at a single research question, it's a fair question whether it is worth your time to make sure the groups

are balanced on that single variable. In a previous research post here, the most recent research I could find on the matter, author
David Yarous writes: Consistent with the literature, there is some evidence that a non-randomized design can lead to greater type I
error than a randomized design. Heuristics for deciding on a unit of randomization: (a) If you have pre-determined the number of

units of randomization you will need to reach the minimum sample size for each comparison, you should use something more
powerful than a randomization that results in equal groups. (b) If you are working with a hierarchical unit, such as schools or clinics,

then you should always use randomization that results in equal groups
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