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1969. He was also known for his musical activities outside the major
orchestras as a soloist and an arranger of chamber music. Biography

Stokowski was born in Kalisz, Congress Poland, Russian Empire, the son of
a Polish merchant. He was educated at the Lwów Higher Music School. He

began his musical career as the violinist in a string quartet founded in
Lwów. From 1906 to 1908 he was a violinist in the Josef Extejda Quartet.

In 1907 he became a conductor and in 1912 a violinist in the London
Symphony Orchestra. When the Chicago Symphony Orchestra was

formed, Stokowski was invited to be its conductor and principal violinist.
He was in the orchestra during the years of its growth, and, together with

his wife, a close associate, he became increasingly identified with its
character and fortunes. In 1938 Stokowski conducted the Hollywood Bowl

Orchestra in the first nationwide broadcast of the Los Angeles
Philharmonic Orchestra. Later, in 1945, Stokowski founded the Hollywood

Bowl Orchestra as a resident orchestra at the Bowl. The orchestra
enjoyed a long and successful career before Stokowski and it finally

disbanded in 1964. He was the director of the Philadelphia Orchestra from
1947 to 1959, and of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra from 1959 to

1969. In later years, Stokowski took an active interest in many causes
connected with music and the arts. From 1963 to 1965 he was chief

conductor of the National Symphony Orchestra. He was also known for his
musical activities outside the major orchestras as a soloist and an

arranger of chamber music. On February 12, 1929, Stokowski married
Frances Fairchild in Santa Barbara, California. They had four children:

Lilian, Constancia, Marcelle, and Michael. Family
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