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Not only do you have to fight off the same
small cadre of baddies repeatedly, but the
arena battles seem totally random. Who

wins depends on the weapon you bring. A
spear man can kill an ax-wielder with a lucky

thrust. A gladiator who normally doesn't
have much luck in battle will turn it around.
Sometimes, you'll win with less than three
lives, and this decreases your RPS (Rank

Points Strength) to a mere 0.5 RPS. You can
only improve your RPS by acquiring the best

weapons and armor. Armor just takes you
out of the fight immediately. You're then
responsible for finding the weapons and
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armor yourself. This varies wildly.
Sometimes, you just find a pleasant set of
weapons and armor lying around and you
can set off to do things. Sometimes, it's a
chore. Think of the real Gladiators: they
have, on average, about four minutes of
excitement per hour of acting out their

ancient battle routines. That's assuming that
they're enjoying themselves in the first

place. With that in mind, it's no wonder that
you'll find yourself repeating the same

actions over and over again. Not even your
fellow slaves are in the mood to take part in
such tedium: everyone is looking for a way

out. In one of the games, a fellow slave
succeeds in getting to the real battle, only to

be killed by a Balthazar (a guard). You'll
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probably find yourself repeating this process
again. Colosseum might just be a little

boring, but it's still an essential part of the
the concept: the freedom is just as much of
a grind as the slavery. Unlike other video

games, you must follow Colosseum's rules in
order to win. The game does a good job of
explaining what you can and can't do while
playing, and this is the only other positive

that can be said about the game.
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