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mantener megumi vitale a.carpenter bees carpenter bees are a group of
stingless bees that are found in australia, and are related to the wasp
nests that are very common throughout the world. there are 4 species
within this group: the monorchid carpenter bee megachile pluto, the
diplorchid carpenter bee megachile rotundifrons and their common
ancestor the megachilid megachile rotundata. carpenter bees use their
poison to defend their hives from predators, giving them an advantage
over other wasp nests, which use their stings to kill their rivals. they are
one of the main honey producers in australia. etymology carpenter bees
are named for their resemblance to other insects and bees called
carpenter bees. taxonomy carpenter bees are closely related to the wasp
nests, but they are not a true wasp and are not even closely related to
true wasps such as the honeybees. there are 4 species within this group:
the monorchid carpenter bee megachile pluto, the diplorchid carpenter
bee megachile rotundifrons, the common ancestor megachile rotundata
and the basal new guinean species colobopsis lasiommata. a study in
2009 found a total of 9 megachilid genera, but the genera megachile,
megachile jacobsoni and colobopsis are actually one species split into 4
species, and colobopsis appendiculata is a species split off from
megachile appendiculata and colobopsis behrii. a 2011 study proposed
splitting the megachilid genera into eight species: the new guinea species
colobopsis appendiculata, colobopsis behrii, and the species previously
split into two: megachile gaviae (subgenus gaviae) megachile papuana
(subgenus papuana) megachile pluto, megachile rotundata and
megachile rotundifrons are the 3 species that make up the carpenter
bees group.
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