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Outcomes Research on Effective Combinations of School Characteristics and Student Outcomes The
federal government, state governments and local school districts are looking at different options to lift
student achievement. In a new Public Affairs Council report titled “Combining School Characteristics and
Student Outcomes,” researchers at the Institute for Education Sciences analyzed past studies to compare
how changes in school characteristics affect student performance on standardized tests. While many
studies have examined the influences of school conditions and student characteristics on student test
scores, they generally focus on one or the other, according to the Institute. The new report examines a
series of studies that examine the combination of these two factors simultaneously. “In some cases, the
researchers found evidence that the effects of school characteristics on test scores were more
pronounced when students’ backgrounds were not taken into account,” according to the report. “Other
studies found that the effects of school characteristics on test scores appeared to be more pronounced
among high-performing students. In addition, students may have performed at a higher level because of
the conditions at their school, but not as a result of the characteristics of the school.” Researchers found
that when student’s academic backgrounds are similar, the effects of school characteristics on test scores
often appear to be smaller. However, when students’ academic backgrounds are different, the effects of
school characteristics on test scores often appear to be more pronounced. The research also suggests
that the effects of school characteristics and student background on test scores are partly
interchangeable. The new report examines the following areas of inquiry: Effects of School
Characteristics on Student Achievement by Academic Background Effects of School Characteristics on
Student Achievement by Perceived Socioeconomic Status Effects of School Characteristics on Student
Achievement by Race/Ethnicity Effects of School Characteristics on Student Achievement by Immigrant
Status Effects of School Characteristics on Student Achievement by Gender Further research
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