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Lodge is a relaxing inn located on the grounds of the Gable Lodge State Historic Site in Joplin,
Missouri. Architecture The dining room of the cafe at Gable Lodge was designed by renowned
regional architect Charles M. Thompson (1853-1918). His design includes a combination of Mission-
style and Queen Anne features that are unique to the former St. Louis, Missouri area. Thompson's
design for the Gable Lodge dining room was constructed between 1895 and 1897. It combines
elements of the Renaissance Revival and Italianate styles. The flat-roofed, Craftsman-style building
is two stories in height. The building's front facade features a gabled, tile roof. The main entrance to
the cafe is located in a two-story octagonal pavilion with a round, three-story turret at its center. The
pavilion is topped by a heavy, stone cornice which extends to the second story. The building's
symmetrical, interior layout features a ballroom-like public room on the left, and a series of private
dining rooms on the right. The public room has original polychrome wooden floors, a plaster ceiling,
and casement windows. Original, white Italian tile flooring lines the center of the building and
extends the full length of the building. The dining room features heavy oak beamed ceilings, exposed
brick walls, intricately-carved, oak doors, and plank flooring. History The cafe at Gable Lodge was
built as part of the Gable Lodge State Historic Site in Joplin, Missouri. Originally known as the Gable
House Inn, the historic building was constructed in 1893-1897 by Lemuel Gable, Jr. and later
became the home of his sons Edwin, Melvin, and Lemuel Gable III. Lemuel Gable Jr. commissioned
William Frenden from the firm of Hall and Gilbert to design the inn. The choice of Frenden
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